The anesthetic effects of clove (Eugenia aromaticum) seed extract on Clarias gariepinus fingerlings were investigated under semi-arid conditions. Various concentrations of the clove seed extract at 25.0, 50.0, 75.0, 100.0, 125.0 and 150.0mg per liter of water were used for the experiment. Each concentration was tested on a group of 10 Clarias gariepinus fingerlings (24.13 25.30g in weight and 5.97 7.00 cm in length) in glass aquariums. There was a decrease in induction time as the concentration of the clove seed extract increased. Fingerlings treated with 150mg/l of the extract produced the shortest induction time (2.28±0.15 minutes), followed by fish treated with 100 and 125mg/l (3.31±0.55 and 3.07±0.07 minutes, respectively). The longest induction time (10.60±0.98, 7.52±0.25 and 5.96±1.17 minutes) was observed in fingerlings sedated with 50, 25 and 75mg/l, respectively. Recovery was significantly faster (2-3.92 minutes) in fish treated with lower dosages (25 to 125mg/l) of the clove seed extract. Mortality rates after 24 hours of recovery were higher (4.79±0.25 and 3.10±0.54%) in fish anesthetized with higher (150 and 125mg/l) concentrations of the clove seed extract, respectively.
Introduction
The African catfish Clarias gariepinus is widely cultured in Africa, Europe and some parts of Asia for its hardy nature. It has been the suitable candidate for aquaculture because of the following characteristics viz: high prolificacy and simplicity of culture, the existence of an arborescent air breathing organ, omnivorous, feeding habits, enhanced/rapid growth rate and improved feed times. Clove has an antibiotic, antiseptic, antimitotic and antibacterial effect (Hamackova et al., 2006) . Eugeunol, which is found in clove, has been used as topical anaesthesia in dentistry (Soto and Burhanuddin, 1995) . Farid (1999) has reported that eugenol has been successfully used as an anaesthetic in rabbit and fish, as well as in Indian major carps. Zaikov et al. (2008) have opined that eugenol is the active component of clove oil, representing 70 90% of its weight. They also suggest that clove seed may also contain eugenol acetate and caryophyllene just like the oil, which has been reported to contain more than 17 and 12%, respectively. Zaikov et al. (2008) have further reported complete immobilization of pike (Esox lucius L.), after application of 0.04 ml of clove oil/litre of water for 5.50 to 9.50 minutes. Clove oil at concentrations between 0.25 and 0.50 ml/liter was reported to be effective anaesthesia on four hardy freshwater fish species (Anabus testudineus, Mystus vittatus, Channa punctatus and Channa orientalis) in Rajshahi, Bangladesh by Alam et al. (2012) . Javahery et al. (2012) reported that the minimum concentration of clove oil that gave desirable anaesthetic effects was 0.044 mg/l for 2 13 g of Rutilus frisiikutum. Simoes et al. (2011) reported that the most appropriate clove oil concentration to induce surgical anaesthesia in fish was 90 mg/l of water, while for biometric studies or other brief handling, they recommended concentration of 50 60 mg/l as it provided fast recovery. According to them, the maximum anaesthesia time should be 10 minutes. The 10-minute exposure to clove oil at a concentration of 30 mg/l caused a significant increase in the concentration of glucose (GLU) and inorganic phosphate (PHOS) immediately after anaesthesia (Velisek et al., 2005) . Matin et al. (2009) have reported that induction of anaesthesia and recovery are best at 0.02% clove oil, while at 0.03% concentration it produces shorter induction and longer recovery period. The most appropriate clove oil concentration to induce surgical anaesthesia in Oreochromis niloticus according to Simoes et al. (2011) Akinrotimi et al. (2013) reported size related responses among juvenile and fingerlings of L. facipinnis and L. grandisquamis in terms of induction and recovery time when exposed to clove seed extract. They reported consistently faster induction and recovery time in fingerlings than that of juvenile. They reported a faster induction period of 55.81 seconds and the highest recovery time (350.11 seconds) in Liza falcipinnis exposed to clove seed at 25 mg/L. Jegede (2014) suggested the use of ethanol extract of tobacco (Nicotianna tobaccum) at 2.5 g/10L of water as an anaesthetic agent in Clarias gariepinus fingerlings for 53 65 minutes. Solomon et al. (2014) reported that the most effective concentration of the freeze-dried bark extract of Tephrosia vogelii was 0.06g/l with an induction time of 32 seconds and a recovery time of 182 minutes. Ayuba and Ofojekwu (2005) documented a shorter sedative period of 1.00 minutes at 0.50g/l of the pure unseparated extract of Toloache (Datura innoxia) and 58.50 minutes at a concentration of 3.00g/l after using a crude extract of the same plant on Clarias gariepinus.
In aquaculture, different manipulations are done with the fish during induced breeding, transportation, blood sampling, surgical operations, data collection of morphometric and meristic characters, etc., which can lead to stress, trauma, or even death. Anaesthesia has been commonly used on European sea bass Dicentrarchus labrax juveniles during evaluating the skeleton deformities (Ayuba and Ofojeckwu, 2005; Koumoundours et al., 1997) .
The use of anaesthesia to immobilize fish will decrease the stress, allowing easy handling and guaranteeing the health of the fish. The most widely used anaesthetic on fish is tricaine (MS-222). MS-222 is relatively expensive and not commonly available. It has been classified as a carcinogen and food fish if anesthetized with MS222 require a minimum of 21 days of a withdrawal period (Kennedy et al., 2007) . Transportation, biometric studies, egg striping during induced breeding, semen collection from Clariid and other fish handlings cause stress and even heavy mortality in fish and these activities should be avoided in fish culture. According to Simoes et al. (2011) , transportation of O. niloticus fingerlings using clove oil as an anaesthetic may increase the level of Na + and K + disorders in the fish. Little or no information has been documented on the utilization of clove seed extract as anaesthesia on fish. The objective of this study therefore is to assess the efficacy of clove seed extract as an anaesthetic agent on Clarias gariepinus fingerlings.
Materials and Methods

Study area
The study was conducted in the Fish hatchery unit of the Department of Fisheries, University of Maiduguri located at longitude 13.0° 111 42" and latitude 12.0° 481 37''. Maiduguri has two distinct seasons: the rainy season, which commences in late May and ends in September with its peak in August, while the dry season starts in October and lasts to early May.
Collection and processing of clove seed powder Clove (Eugenia aromaticum) seed (dry buds) was procured in the local market in Maiduguri. The buds were ground into in an airtight plastic bottle until required. Each treatment was tried separately. At the end of induction, the fish were transferred into fresh water (20 liters) in a glass aquarium for recovery. The time at which the fingerling responded to anaesthesia, the time of induction, response time to recovery and immediate post sedation mortality were recorded. Mortality after twenty-four (24) hours after sedation was also recorded using a digital stopwatch.
Data analysis
Data obtained from the experiment were subjected to one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). Differences of means were determined using Tukey's HSD with the aid of Statistics 8.0. Table 1 shows the mean anesthetic effects of clove seed extract on Clarias gariepinus fingerlings. The time of complete induction also decreased with an increase in the concentration of the clove seed extract. The decrease in the induction time with an increase in the concentration of the clove seed extract observed in this study is congruent with the findings of Akinrotimi et al. (2013) , who reported a similar trend in the effect of clove seed extracts on two species of grey mullets (Liza facipinnnis and L. grandisuamis). Kennedy et al. (2007) documented the use of clove oil in Heteropneustes fossili, and Matin et al. (2009) reported the use of clove oil in two sizes of Rutilis frisii Kutum (Javaher et al., 2012) . The time of response to induction decreased with an increase in the concentration of the clove seed extract.
Results and Discussion
Fish exposed to a 25 to 50mg/l extract produced a slower anaesthesia effect compared to those treated with higher dosages (75 to 150mg/l). Fingerlings immersed in 150mg/l of clove seed extract responded faster (0.35±0.06 minutes) to the anaesthesia. No significant variation was observed between the responses to anaesthesia by fish exposed to 100, 125 and 150mg/l (Table 1 ). Response to the anaesthesia was accompanied by uncoordinated, erratic and twisted movements. Complete induction was noticed by the loss of equilibrium and lack of response to external stimuli. The shortest mean induction time was 2.28±0.15 minutes in fingerlings exposed to 150mg/l of clove seed extract, while the longest induction time of 10.60±0.93 minutes was observed in fish exposed to 50mg/l. There was no significant difference between (p>0.05) the mean induction times of fish exposed to 75, 100 and 125mg/l of clove seed extract compared to those of fish exposed to 150mg/l. However, the induction time of fish sedated with 25 and 50mg/l differed significantly from those treated with 100, 125 and 150mg/l. The shortest and the longest induction times (2.28 and 10.60 minutes) at the dosages of 150mg/l and 50mg/l, respectively, were slower (55.61 and 210.61 seconds) than the shortest and longest induction times (25mg/l and 5mg/l), respectively reported by Akinrotimi et al. (2013) for fingerlings and juveniles of Liza facipinnnis and L. grandisuamis anaesthetized with clove seed extract. The variation in the induction time could be due to the higher concentration of clove seed extracts used and the variation in the species of fish used for the experiment. Jegede (2014) reported longer induction (63 109 minutes) and recovery periods (44 85 minutes) in C. gariepinus fingerlings anaesthetized using tobacco extract.
Recovery commenced with rapid swimming with the head up as well as erratic movements and finally, normal swimming and followed by response to external stimuli. The response to recovery was produced significantly earlier (1.23±0.03, 1.21±0.05, 1.44±0.04 and 1.99±0.51 minutes) in fish treated with lower concentrations (25, 50, 75 and 100mg/l, respectively) of the clove seed extract. However, the longest duration of recovery was observed in fingerlings treated with 150 and 125mg/l (3.98±0.25 and 3.32±0.09 minutes, respectively).
Recovery time increased with an increase in the concentration of the clove seed per litre of water. The longest recovery time of 5.05±0.05 minutes was observed in C. gariepinus fingerlings anaesthetized with 150mg/l, while the shortest recovery time was recorded in fish treated with 25mg/l ( Table 1) . No statistical variation (p>0.05) was observed between the recovery time of fish treated with 150mg/l of clove seed extract compared to those treated with 125mg/l. Similarly, there was no significant difference (p>0.05) between the recovery times of fish treated with 125, 100, 75 and 25mg/l. The longer recovery time at higher concentrations of clove seed extract observed during this study agrees with the findings of Martins et al. (2009) and Javahery et al. (2002) , who reported similar cases for Hepteropneustes fossilis and Channa punctatus and two sizes of Rutilis frisii Kutum, respectively anaesthetized with clove oil. The shorter recovery time (2.48 minutes) using 25mg/l of clove seed extract recorded in this study was faster than 7.90 minutes as documented by Matin et al. (2009) for Hepteropneustes fossilis and Channa punctatus and 5.50 minutes for pike (Esox lucius) at 0.04ml/L of clove oil (Zaikov and Hubenova, 2008) . However, the recovery time was longer than 172.66 and 246.91 seconds as reported by Akinrotimi (2013) for fingerlings and juveniles, respectively, of Liza falcipinus after induction with 5mg/l of clove seed extract, although they used a higher concentration of the clove seed extract.
No mortality occurred in fish treated with 25 and 50mg/l of clove seed extract. They recovered normally. However, fish treated with 75 to 150mg/l showed mortality immediately after recovery. Mortality at 24 hours after recovery was observed in all the treatment groups. The highest (4.79±0.25%) mortality rate after 24 hours was recorded in fingerlings treated with 150mg/l, followed by 75 and 125 mg/l of clove seed extract. There were no significant differences (p>0.05) between the mortality values after 24 hours, after recovery of fingerlings sedated with 150, 75 and 126 mg/l. The 24-hour post-recovery mortality reported in this study was not in tandem with the findings of Akinrotimi et al. (2015) , who did not record any mortality during their study. The mortality rates of 2 4.70% recorded immediately after recovery as well as 24 hours after recovery during this study were higher than those reported by Kennedy et al. (2007) . However, Jegede (2014) reported 20, 45 and 60% mortality after sedating Clarias gariepinus fingerlings with 3.75, 5.00 and 6.25g/10, respectively per liter of water.
Water quality parameters
The mean water quality parameters recorded in sedation tanks are shown in Table 2 . The water quality parameters recorded in the anaesthesia tanks during this study were within the recommended range for fish culture recommended by Viveen et al. (1986) . 
Conclusion
This study reveals that Clarias gariepinus fingerlings responded to the anaesthetic effect of the clove seed extract at all the tested concentrations. The safe and effective clove seed concentration range for anaesthesia in Clarias gariepinus fingerlings was 100 150 mg/l. The clove seed extract is the effective anesthesia for Clarias fingerlings, therefore, could be utilized for transportation/handling of fish fingerlings and biometric study to reduce stress and mortality. There is need to investigate the longest period the fingerlings can withstand the anesthetic effect to ascertain the distance and duration of the transportation and handlings in aquaculture husbandry.
